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News from Gluepot Reserve Summer 2026

The Sandy Dam Project

We are in the initial stages of a multiyear restoration of the Sandy Dam area. This has been made possible by a grant received
from the Native Vegetation Council and in collaboration with the Murraylands and Riverland Landscape Board, the Australian
Landscape Trust and Trees for Life .

Sandy Dam is a typical pastoral dam and pasture site that was once diverse Black Oak (Casuarina pauper) and Mallee
woodland and is now a degraded woody weed shrubland with erosion scarring and the dam still intact.

Sandy Dam was not decommissioned like the other 16 pastoral dams on Gluepot because it had historically been used as a
dump by the landholders and was full of rubbish. Last year, thanks to the generosity of Sims Metal, 65 tons of scrap metal and
other materials were removed from the Dam. We are now ready to embark on the restoration.

Firstly, heavy machinery will be used to fill the dam basin and its inlets. It will be possible to fill the bottom of the dam with
poorer subsoil that is now on the top of the dam walls and return the richer subsoils, currently on the bottom of the dam walls,
to the top of the dam area.

To then aid the regeneration of Black Oak, a multi-tine soil ripper will be used to damage the tree roots. As Black Oak
propagate by suckering, they will then resprout from the damaged roots. This method of root ripping can be effective up to
50m from the stands of mature Black Oak which are found to the east, west and south of Sandy Dam.

Volunteers will be able to then help with the “branching” process. This involves
collecting plant material - woody weeds, fallen tree branches, troublesome
branches overhanging tracks are ideal - and layering these on the bare soil. This
covering will help prevent erosion, trap seeds, provide a microhabitat for plant
regeneration and will work as a natural silt trap.

Planting will also be required as mallee eucalypts do not respond to root ripping
and tend not to regenerate in “branched” areas. Some seeds for this purpose have
already been collected at the recent seed workshop held by Trees for Life.

They have been planted and are being cared for at the Trees for Life Nursery

The seedlings  Photo by Bruce Smith

(pictured on Right).

The area will also need to be weeded and an irrigation system laid out. Once the seedlings are ready, volunteers can help with
the planting as well as preparation and positioning of guards made out of mesh fencing wire.

Gluepot Reserve is a core member of the Living Landscape Alliance (LLA). Members of the LLA are owner-managers of South
Australian and New South Welsh conservation properties. The LLA covers a vast contiguous block of mallee woodland across
the South Olary Plains. Trees for Life and Murraylands and Riverland Landscape Board are also members.

This Alliance brings together a wealth of knowledge, experience and skills in the field of ecological restoration.

Gluepot is benefitting from their expertise as we start to restore Sandy Dam. Experience has shown that these projects take
5 to 10 years depending on the erratic annual rainfall.



The Seed Workshop

This workshop was part of the planning for the Sandy Dam project.
It was organized by Murraylands and Riverland Landscape Board and run by Mitchell Livingstone from Trees for Life.
Five people attended, including Rangers Mark and Georgia Darter, and worked hard to gather as much seed as possible.

Unfortunately, there was not as much seed as expected on the eucalypts, possibly due to the Looper activity over recent years.
Mitchell has taken these seeds back to the Trees for Life Nursery for planting. Hopefully seedlings from this harvest will be
planted at Sandy Dam later this year.

It is envisaged that there will be several plantings over the next few years at Sandy Dam.

As we now know, in this semi-arid environment, the natural mallee woodland will not regenerate at these decommissioned
dam sites without intervention. Consequently there will be further seed gathering expeditions with the aim of planting again
at Sandy Dam and eventually at some of the other dam sites.

Thanks to Mitchell we now have the specialized equipment required for seed collection—large black tarpaulins, big black
buckets, sieve tins, ziplock plastic bags, and old racquets!

Feedback received after the workshop indicated that the participants enjoyed the experience and learned a lot.

It would be good to have more volunteers involved in the Sandy Dam project, so | encourage readers to look out for more
opportunities to participate in Working Bees or more education sessions.
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Collecting the seed Photo Betty Brezovskis Sieving the vegetation  Photo Betty Brezovskis
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Geometrid “Looper” Caterpillar update: February 2026

Although adult moths emerged following pupating within the soil, and eggs were detected in
November and December 2025, looper caterpillars have not been sighted, nor the damage
they have inflicted on Eucalypt trees in recent years. Consequently, fresh new growth is
noticeable in most stands of mallee and some trees have buds developing.

Additional information on the lopper caterpillar can be located at -

https://gluepot.org/looper-caterpillar-damage-to-gluepot-mallee/
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https://gluepot.org/looper-caterpillar-damage-to-gluepot-mallee/

Gluepot Reserve and the night sky by Bronwyn Mart

Planning a trip to Gluepot Reserve this coming autumn through to spring? Selecting days when the night skies are at their
darkest provides the best opportunities to view the Milky Way, and thus The Emu. With minimal light pollution combined
with 360 degrees of flat horizons, Gluepot is an ideal place for stargazing. Consider camping in a spot that offers a clear south
to south-east view with minimal vegetation obstruction.

As the constellation of Orion begins to set into the western horizon in mid-May and Scorpio rises in the East, The Milky Way
stretches across Southern Australia’s night skies.

The dark or “negative” shape (known as the Coalsack Nebula) just outside of the Southern Cross Constellation forms the
emu’s head and bill. Its long thin neck stretches through the Pointers, then continues for a similar length prior to spreading,
forming the upper and lower body. This linear streaking is formed by “dust lanes” that block out the light emanating from
within the Milky Way. In mid-winter, the enormous size of The Emu spreads across the southern sky.

To ensure the darkest skies, aim for the two weeks surrounding the New Moon.
Dates for New Moon in mid 2026 -

19" March, 17" April, 17" May, 15" June, 14™ July, 13" Aug, 11" Sep

A small selection of useful online resources -

Sitting outside during the hours from twilight into darkness captures transient objects — meteors, International Space station
and aircraft and more.

https://www.astroviewer.net/iss/en/observation.php?lon=138.601&lat=-34.928&name=Adelaide

A summary of emu’s breeding behaviour referenced with the changing astronomical cycle can be located at
https://rsaa.anu.edu.au/public/aboriginal-history

Excellent illustrations within Why winter is the best time for stargazers to see the night sky from Australia provides a
comprehensive introduction to our winter sky.

https://www.abc.net.au/news/science/2024-08-02/winter-night-sky-guide-2024-milky-way-emu-in-the-sky/104090316

Find out about the River Murray International Dark Sky Reserve at

https://www.rivermurraydarkskyreserve.org
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Seeking water and food during the heat of summer.

Throughout the summer a small group of volunteers have regularly
watered seedlings that were planted in the cooler months of 2024.

When John Nettlefold and Sandy Dickson ensured every plant in the patch
near Whistler Tank was watered in mid-January, not one kangaroo was
sighted. Returning the next day, grey kangaroos were either trying to reach
the enclosed vegetation or they were attracted by the moist soil.

Ongoing damage to wire protectors close to the Information Centre is
thought to be caused by small groups of goats that have been seen but
more often heard. Straightening and re-staking is one of the unseen tasks

that Rangers and volunteers regularly fulfil.

Photo by Sandy Dickson
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Obituary: Elisa Bell

It is with great sadness that | write this article for the Babbler
on Elisa Bell following her passing on the 5t January 2026.
Elisa and her partner Gunter became Rangers at Gluepot in
2011 and remained regular Rangers until 2017 only missing
one year in 2015.

Elisa was dedicated and passionate about the environment
and in particular very happy to be involved in Birdlife Australia
Gluepot Reserve and was very committed to contributing to
the success of the reserve in conserving and protecting its
wildlife. Elisa wanted to make a difference and preserve the
environment and this was very evident when talking to Elisa.
Elisa was a very cheerful and affable person and easy to strike
up a conversations about the environment and nature. Elisa
would always meet and greet visitors to the reserve and
would enthusiastically pass onto visitors the best camp
grounds to stay, the best places to see birds and other

Elisa Bell information to make their stay as enjoyable as possible. Elisa

was an exceptional advocate for Gluepot Reserve and the

conservation values and benefits of the reserve in the broader landscape.

Another example of Elisa’s commitment to and understanding of the mallee environment was in
2017 when she observed an outbreak of the Looper caterpillar which was defoliating vast areas of
the mallee vegetation. Nearly 10 years ago now, Elisa and Chris Lill observed the habits of the
looper caterpillar and applying their intimate knowledge of the ecology of the mallee, speculated as
to the cause and factors that allow this insect to become so invasive and destructive.

Gunter May

Gunter was a carpenter by trade and undertook many small repair project on Gluepot to improve the facilities. One only has
to look closely at some of the tasks Gunter and Elisa completed at Gluepot to realize they both have a strong work ethic. Elisa
was always present to assist Gunter and lend a hand to these projects. Together they were a great team. One such
improvement was to put timber backs on all the cupboards used for storing important vegetation reference books so that
cockroaches and other insects did not infest and damage the books. In addition both Gunter and Elisa were very proactive in
ensuring the Cadell Prisoner Team and the Green Army projects (fencing and track clearing work, gazebo) were undertaken
safely and satisfactorily.

Elisa was highly respected and will be remembered as being a quiet achiever and for her dedication, commitment and
outstanding contributions to Gluepot and nature conservation. Its people like Elisa that have contributed to Gluepot’s
enviable reputation as an example of a successful community managed reserve.

Elisa and Gunter are some of the most beloved members of the ‘Gluepot Family’ and we will mis Elisa deeply.

We have indeed lost one of nature’s true advocates.

lan Falkenberg
Chairperson
Gluepot Management Committee
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A Corvid (on
Left) and
Willie
Wagtail (on
Right)
harassing
Brown
Goshawks.




Gluepot in Pictures

47deg.C The water is a lifesaver. A Southern Scrub-robin Photo Petra Hanke

It really does rain at Gluepot......sometimes

Photo Betty Brezovskis

A Brown Goshawk thinking about its next meal?

The images above Left and on the previous page, are all taken from the stealth cameras that are installed on all the bird
hides. The cards in the cameras are exchanged and reviewed by Rod Bradtke. The photographs on the Right have been sent
in by our volunteers. Please consider sending in a photo or two.



Educational Courses: Spring 2026 and Autumn 2027.

Over many years, Gluepot has offered a series of weekend workshops that focus on developing skills and knowledge relating
to Mallee Ecosystems.

Currently information is being finalised for workshops and details of course content, dates, and presenters will be posted on
the Gluepot website by the end of March. Additional information, including electronic course bookings, will be found on-line
at https://gluepot.org/education/environmental-education-courses-2026/

Confirmed courses to date include — Bird banding, Painting Nature, Mallee Birds and Reptiles this spring while Invertebrates is

scheduled for March 2027.

For anyone who has not visited Gluepot and is considering enrolling in an education weekend, the following information
provides a snapshot of access into Birdlife Gluepot Reserve and facilities provided for camping.

https://gluepot.org/visit-us/visitor-services-information/
https://gluepot.org/visit-us/camping-information/
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2026 Annual Working Bee

A reminder that the Working Bee will be held this year from Friday 17th April until Monday 20th April.

This means that generally participants arrive on the Thursday afternoon, and leave on the Monday
afternoon.

The big projects that we hope to advance this year are the extensions to the volunteer kitchen and improvements to water
catchment structures for Bird Hides at Emu Tank and Froggy Dam sites.

There will be ongoing work to improve the electric fence, remove more of the surplus pitfall buckets,
strengthen guards around recently planted seedlings, watering these plants and weeding if needed.

This working bee gives everyone an opportunity to pitch in, work with like-minded people and relax é/
and enjoy the company in the evenings.

If you would like to join us, please contact Sue Nettlefold on jdsmnett@gmail.com
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GLUEPOT RESERVE

Gluepot Reserve is a Reserve of Birdlife Australia. ABN: 75 149 124 774

Ranger Contact details: Email: gluepot@gluepot.org Telephone: (08) 8892 8600

Postal address: PO Box 345, Waikerie, SA 5330 Website: www.gluepot.org On Facebook.
Gluepot is a not-for-profit conservation reserve, managed and operated entirely by volunteers.

It is funded through donations and bequests from its supporters, and by grants for capital works and projects.
If you wish to support the Reserve by being a donor or providing a bequest, please contact the Chairman:
lan Falkenberg E-Mail: hawknest2@bigpond.com  Phone: 0428842873

This ‘Gluepot’ Newsletter is produced as an e-newsletter, and is not available as a printed version.
Contributions, comment, and feedback may be forwarded to the editors—Sue Nettlefold and Bronwyn Mart
Emails:- jdsmnett@gmail.com; gibbart@bigpond.com
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